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Dr. Somma has more than 30 years of experience working in the 

pharmaceutical industry, specifically in the areas of production 

troubleshooting, dosage form development, manufacturing scale up, 

technology transfer and project management.  He has a particular technical 

interest in the area of solid dosage forms and the physical pharmacy 

associated with them.  Dr. Somma has utilized his technical and managerial 

talents within cross- and multi-functional teams, mentoring colleagues and 

direct reports alike.  He has had direct responsibility for senior staff, both 

domestically and internationally, as well as technical development and life 

cycle management support for a variety of oral solid dosage, novel 

formulations and therapeutic groups.  Additionally, he has served as an 

invited investigator trainer and liaison for the FDA on various projects and 

initiatives, affording a unique perspective within Pharmaceutical Regulatory 

Affairs. 
  

At SommaTech, Dr. Somma’s focus is on pharmaceutical technology and 

helping clients achieve their FDA regulated product goals for a fast 

submission and seamless approval, as well as assuring a cost effective 

product and secure supply chain.  He has a strong background in 

implementation of SUPAC IR/MR equipment guidance with society 

associates and colleagues within FDA/CDER, and will work to share his 

expertise with SommaTech’s clients. 

 

Considered a subject matter expert in technology transfer and Quality by 

Design, Dr. Somma has been a welcomed keynote speaker and presenter at 

many association meetings and conferences and has written and co-

authored numerous technical papers and studies throughout his career.    

Topics include “Current Industry Practices in Manufacturing Process 

Validation”, “Technology Transfer or Knowledge Transfer for Products and 

Processes: Which Expedites the Process Most?” and “Life Cycle 

Management – the Way of the Future?”. 

 

Additionally, Dr. Somma has written and co-authored numerous articles and  

technical papers and studies in peer reviewed journal and publications such 

as Pharmaceutical Engineering, Journal of Pharmaceutical Innovation and, 

most recently, Pharmaceutical Executive. 

 

Dr. Somma is the Past Chairman of ISPE’s Product Quality Lifecycle 

Implementation (PQLI) project and the Past Chair of the Professional 

Certification Commission.  Dr. Somma is a “Hammer Award” winner, 

presented by Vice President Al Gore’s Committee for National Performance 

Review.  In addition, Dr. Somma was recently awarded ISPE’s prestigious 

2007 Max Seales Yonker Member of the Year Award. 

 

Education 
• Ph.D. – Pharmaceutical Science, 

Rutgers University 

• M.S. – Pharmaceutical Science, 

Rutgers University 

• B.S. – Pharmacy, Rutgers University 

Professional Organizations 
• International Society of Pharmaceutical 

Engineers (ISPE)  

• Drug Product Technical Committee, 

2001-present 

• Member, Journal of Pharmaceutical 

Innovation Editorial Advisory Board (JPI 

EAB) 

• Professional Certification Commission, 

Chair, Past Chair 

• American Pharmaceutical Association 

• New Jersey Pharmaceutical Assoc. for 

Science & Technology 

• Rho Chi Society 

• Named to “Who’s Who in Science & 

Engineering” 

• “Hammer Award” winner, presented by 

Vice President Gore’s Committee for 

National Performance Review, 1998 

• 2007 Recipient of ISPE’s prestigious 

Max Seales Yonker Member of the 

Year Award 

 

 


